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For many years, there has been a necessary but at times un-

easy relationship between companies that produce medi-

cations and physicians who prescribe them. Often, research

physicians develop information that the companies apply to

commercial production of targeted products.

The price of such development is huge and leads to aggressive

promotion of specific products, with various measures and

inducements that range from the blatant to the subtle seeking

to influence physicians. A larger and larger proportion of phy-

sicians have a major part of their research funded by pharma-

ceutical companies, so much so that some prestigious journals

have recently stated that such funding will no longer disqual-

ify individuals from being guest editors or reviewers. There

are few if any prominent academics who would qualify unless

this changed.

There have been several prominent cases—Dr Nancy

Olivieri, for example—of corporate interference with the dis-

semination, with support for them, one may add, from major

institutions.

In parallel, there has been development of the in-house edito-

rial staff—“ghost writers” as they were labelled in an investi-

gative report in a recent CBC program. They may work with

articles after they have been submitted and massage them so

that the authors, when they receive them after review and with

comments, are clear that a significant change of content and

emphasis has been made. The Journal has seen this on occa-

sions, and the overall quality and balance of the manuscripts

have been acceptable to reviewers. The report, however, sug-

gested that some writers produce articles using information

from the company about its products, and then the company

seeks clinicians in practice to have their names used as the

authors. Let us be clear that there is no problem with having

help with the writing of articles—indeed some research insti-

tutions now openly employ people with these skills—as long

as there is a clear declaration of such involvement in the

acknowledgement section, but it is absolutely unacceptable to

represent as one’s own scholarly work the prepared work of

pharmaceutical companies’ contract writers.

With people ever more busy and the ever-present pressure to

publicize “product,” whether as scientific papers for the

academician–clinician or as the later R&D results from the

pharmaceutical marketer, as a medical publisher we must be

ever diligent to assure not only the appearance of boundaries

but also to reaffirm their reality. The Journal has recently

encountered the need for heightened clarity in this regard in

the April edition. First, some background on the issue: the

Journal has been publishing solicited review articles since

1997 to provide readers with information on the developments

in specific areas of psychiatry prepared by experts in that field.

The “In Review” series does carry a cost to the Journal and to

the Canadian Psychiatric Association (CPA). At the outset,

this was partially defrayed by an unrestricted educational

grant from a pharmaceutical company but went without for a

few years until the present sponsor. Acknowledgement in the

form of a small “bootlug” advertisement (an acknowledge-

ment of an unrestricted educational grant in support of the

series from a pharmaceutical firm on the foot at the front of the

first article) first appeared in the February issue. In March, the

Journal went to press without the In Review series, so it was

then necessary for the CPA as publisher to place the ad twice

in April to fulfill the contractual arrangement. This was

inserted after the authors had approved the articles for publi-

cation. They were understandably upset. Unfortunately, the

wording of the acknowledgement was ambiguous and could

well have been misinterpreted to suggest that the authors,

rather than the publisher, were supported by the funding. A

revised wording of the acknowledgment was approved at a

meeting of Editorial Board members to make it clear that the
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funding was an unrestricted grant for the series, not the partic-

ular articles. The Editorial Board also requested that the

advertisement be moved to foot of the Guest Editorial for the

May and future editions; this has been done.

At this point, it is appropriate that, on behalf of the Journal and

the CPA, I extend apologies publicly to the authors involved

in the situation as well as to the company that provided the

funding.

In addition, and recognizing some of the above issues, the

Journal will now require individual disclosure by each author

of their specific contribution and specific conflicts of interest.

In the reality of today’s world, the Journal cannot investigate

each article. It can and will make the readers well informed

about possible conflicts so that they, the readers, can make

final judgement with regard to the weight to place on specific

articles.
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The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry—Books Received

Books Received

The following books have been received; the courtesy of the

sender is acknowledged by this listing. Books of particular

interest to readers of the Journal will be reviewed by selected

individuals. Not all books are available for review.

Effective Leadership: Strategies for Maximizing Execu-

tive Productivity and Health. Len Sperry. New York:

Brunner-Routledge; 2002. 237 p. US$34.95.

Successful Preparation for the Psychiatry Oral Exam.

Michael G Rayel. Clarenville: Soar Dime Limited; 2002.

158 p. CAN$59.95.

First Aid to Mental Illness. Michael G Rayel. Clarenville:

Soar Dime Limited; 2002. 200 p. CAN$19.95.

On Freud’s “Group Psychology and the Analysis of the

Ego.” Ethel Spector Person, editor. Hillsdale: The Analytic

Press, Inc.; 2001. 208 p. US$29.95.

Psychotherapy and Counselling in Practice. Digby

Tantam. New York: Cambridge University Press; 2002.

317 p. US$35.00.

Outcomes in Neurodevelopmental and Genetic Disorders.

Patricia Howlin, Orlee Udwin, editors. Cambridge: Cam-

bridge University Press; 2002. 333 p. US$60.00.

L’anhédonie : L’insensibilité au plaisir. Gwenolé Loas.

Rueil-Malmaison: Éditions Doin; 2002. 197 p. CAN$81.95.

Treating Chronic and Severe Mental Disorders. Stefan G

Hofmann, Martha C Topson, editors. New York: The

Guilford Press; 2002. 430 p. US$50.00.

A Guide to Asperger Syndrome. Christopher Gillberg.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; 2002. 178 p.

US$30.00.

The Neuropsychiatry of Epilepsy. Michael Trimble, Bettina

Schmitz, editors. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press;

2002. 350 p. US$55.00.

Journey of Faith. Roy Hanu Hart. Alexria: Menta Publica-

tions; 2002. 345 p. US$19.95.

Serious Emotional Disturbance in Children and Adoles-

cents: Multisystematic Therapy. Scott W Henggler, Sonja

K Schoenwald, Melisa D Rowland, Phillippe B Cunningham.

New York: The Guilford Press; 2002. 260 p. US$35.00.

Impact of Narcissism: The Errant Therapist on a Chaotic

Quest. Peter Giovacchini. North Bergen: Jason Aronson Inc.;

2000. 325 p. US$40.00.

Personal Therapy for Schizophrenia & Related Disor-

ders: A Guide to Individualized Treatment. Gerald E

Hogarty. New York: The Guilford Press; 2002. 338 p.

US$38.00.

Body Image: A Handbook of Therapy, Research, and

Clinical Practice. Thomas F Cash, Thomas Pruzinsky, edi-

tors. New York: The Guilford Press; 2002. 530 p. US$60.00.

Bipolar Disorder: A Clinician’s Guide to Biological Treat-

ments. Lakshmi N Yatham, Vivek Kusumakar, Stanley P

Kutcher, editors. New York: Brunner-Routledge; 2002. 320 p.

US$60.00.

Hyperactivity and Attention Disorders of Childhood. Seija

Sandberg, editor. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press;

2002. 504 p. US$65.00.

Gender and PTSD. Rachel Kimerling, Paige Ouimette,

Jessica Wolfe, editors. New York: The Guilford Press; 2002.

460 p. US$60.00.

Child and Adolescent Obesity. Walter Burniat, Tim Cole,

Inge Lissau, Elizabeth Poskitt, editors. Cambridge: Cam-

bridge University Press; 2002. 416 p. US$90.00.

Wool-Gathering or How I Ended Analysis. Dan Gunn. East

Sussex: Brunner-Routledge; 2002. 161 p. CAN$23.95.

Understanding the Mind. Geshe Kelsang Gyatso. Cumbria:

Tharpa Publications; 1993. 312 p. US$17.95.

Adolescent Depression: A Guide for Parents. Francis Mark

Mondimore. Maryland: John Hopkins University Press; 2002.

287 p. US$17.95.


